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Chapter in interpreting any measure of a Dominion the same
p- principles can be applied regarding extra-territorial
operation as would be applied in construing an Act of
the Imperial Parliament, and it is not to be held that
in the case of a Dominion there should be held to be
implicit the rule that its legislation cannot have effect
save as to matters done within its territorial limits.
The exact sphere of authority thus conferred or recog-
nised remains open to doubt and will be discussed
later. But the issue of sovereignty is now clear.
(5) Of far greater importance is the provision of
Section 2 of the Statute under which "the Colonial
Laws Validity Act, 1865, shall not apply to any law
made after the commencement of this Act by the
Parliament of a Dominion". This provision is repeated
and emphasised by the further enactment: "No law and
no provision of any law made after the commencement
of this Act by the Parliament of a Dominion shall be
void or inoperative on the ground that it is repugnant
to the law of England or to the provisions of any
existing or future Act of Parliament of the United
Kingdom, or to any order, rule, or regulation made
under any such Act, and the powers of the Parliament
of a Dominion shall include the power to repeal or
amend any such Act, order, rule, or regulation in so far
as the same is part of the law of the Dominion".
The enactment unquestionably extends widely the
sphere of operation of Dominion legislative power, so
far as theory is concerned. The Colonial Laws Validity
Act, 1865, was itself a noteworthy extension of colonial
legislative authority. It was passed to make clear the
exact force of the vague rule imposed from the be-
ginning of colonial legislation on legislatures that their